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	 Location,	location,	location.	Richard	Abel’s	new	book,	Americanizing the Movies,	
shows	that	early	cinema’s	nation-building	project	involved	significant	local	variation.	























Abel’s	 encyclopedic	 discussion	 of	Americanization	 offers	 new	 insights	 into	film	
genres	that	have	already	received	a	great	deal	of	attention	and	also	includes	more	
peripheral	aspects	of	film	history,	such	as	the	illustrated	songs.







































































	 In	Clinging to Mammy,	McElya	examines	white	America’s	 fascination	with	































































































enlivened,	and	compellingly	realized	than	in	Robert	Dowling’s	Slumming in New York: 
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How the Other Half Lives	comes	to	mind.	The	afterlife	of	these	mainstream	narratives	






















Sturken,	the	author	of	a	previous	study	on	Tangled Memories: The Vietnam War, the 





	 Focusing	on	 the	1995	bombing	of	 the	Alfred	P.	Murrah	Federal	Building	 in	
Oklahoma	City	and	the	2001	attack	on	the	World	Trade	Center	Twin	Towers,	Stur-
ken	examines	the	factors	that	have	produced	both	similarities	and	differences	in	the	
























































































































































































































































































RELIGION	AND	AMERICAN	FOREIGN	POLICY,	 1945-1960:	The	 Soul	 of	
Containment.	By	William	Inboden.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.	2008.	
























































































of	Westerners	nor	 indeed	the	United	States.	 Instead	 it	belongs	 to	 the	world.	Neil	
Campbell	tells	this	story	through	a	useful	theoretical	lens	that	embraces	the	West	








































































































































to	David	Pichaske’s	Song of the North Country.	Pichaske	begins	by	revisiting	the	case	
for	treating	Dylan	as	a	traditionalist	poet.	Homing	in	on	one	legacy	from	among	the	
many	Dylan	has	claimed,	Pichaske	exhaustively	annotates	an	identity	disingenuously	
















the	 nail	 on	 the	 head”	 (3)	 has,	 according	 to	Pichaske,	 a	 “chum”	 (1)	 named	Ezra	
Pound—Dylan	an	“old	buddy”	named	Phil	Ochs	(151).	
	 As	a	capacious	American	 studies	 sourcebook	 (“talking	Minnesotan,”	prairie	



































movement	but	 also	 the	general	 development	of	modern	American	dissent.”	This	
packs	a	greater	wallop	because	it	is	stated	more	precisely.	
	 Returning	 to	 the	first	 point,	 FOR’s	distinctiveness	 compared	 to	 overlapping	
parts	of	the	Social	Gospel	and	Norman	Thomas	type	socialism	is	sometimes	murky.	
Also,	Kosek’s	account	of	Catholic	peace	groups	would	be	different	if	the	book	were	




















































































































































































































































































































	 Glickman	views	 the	 consumer	movement,	 in	 contrast,	 as	 a	 form	of	 interest	
group	politics	 that	gives	consumers	“a	place	at	 the	 table	 in	a	pluralistic	society”	
(282).	Whereas	activists	view	consumers	as	morally	and	economically	strong	actors	
capable	of	exerting	influence	through	the	marketplace,	the	advocates	of	the	consumer	
















































	 One	of	 the	most	 recent	additions	 to	 the	field	of	comics	 studies,	Demanding 















































	 Those	 readings—well	 reasoned,	 theoretically	 informed,	 critically	 acute—of	






























































































































































	 The	 lack	of	a	 logical	and	coherent	set	of	chapters	 is	 further	complicated	by	
the	fact	that	Simon	changed	his	mind	about	Starbucks	a	number	of	different	times.	
He	admits	in	the	Afterword	that	he	had	“lots	of	moments”	of	being	“wrong”	about	





























































 Indian Blues	 likely	will	find	welcoming	readers	among	non-specialist	book-



































	 Third,	Dierks	surveys	 the	emergence,	among	 the	coalescing	Empire-minded	





















all,	readers	of	Richard	D.	Brown’s	magisterial	Knowledge is Power: The Diffusion 














Her	rereading	of	many	of	London’s	works,	from	his	most	popular	Call of the Wild	
149



















conflicting	 “lives”	 as	 he	wrote	 articles	 about	 Johnson,	while	 contextualizing	 the	
“lives”	of	the	nation,	Reesman	offers	wonderful	insight	into	racial	(mis)understand-














	 In	Jesus in America, Claudia	Gould	provides	six	vignettes	of	religious	experi-
ence	in	small	North	Carolina	towns.	Gould’s	stories	interweave	her	own	childhood	




























































































































pushed	back	by	authoring	in	1939	Prostitution Exposed; or, a Moral Reform Di-
rectory, Laying Bare the Lives, Histories, Residences, Seduction &c. of the Most 
Celebrated Courtesans and Ladies of Pleasure in the City of New York,	which	was	





























dictate	 a	morality	 for	 national	markets	 and	 communications	 systems.	Comstock	























































































	 According	 to	Jennifer	Fronc,	 the	kind	of	 surveillance	my	family	endured	 in	
the	fifties	had	deep	roots	in	the	use	by	private	organizations	of	undercover	agents	




























but	also	facilitated	deeper	government	 intrusion	 into	civil	society.	 It	may	be	 that	
government	 agencies	 took	 advantage	 of	 the	 “free	 surveillance	 labor”	 that	 these	









































































































with	Michael	Weingrad	in	American Hebrew Literature: Writing Jewish National 
Identity in the United States,	expands	upon	Alan	Mintz’s	groundbreaking	1993	edited	



























































































































the	 twentieth	century	 to	reflect	on	 the	9/11	city	where	 technology,	especially	 the	
closed-circuit	television,	has	extended	government’s	ability	to	monitor	individual	
action	and	surveil	the	streets.	Her	conclusion:	“Viewed	over	the	last	150	years,	even	



























historians	who	 have	 examined	 the	American	Repeal	movement	 concluded	 that	








































	 Professor	Lee	D.	Baker’s	frequently	and	widely	cited	first	book,	From Savage 
to Negro	(California,	1998),	deftly	depicted	the	connections	between	the	history	of	
anthropology	and	the	broad	political	and	intellectual	watersheds	in	the	United	States’	
history	of	 race	and	race	 relations	during	 the	years	between	1896	and	1954.	This	
long-awaited	second	book,	consisting	of	a	panoramic	introduction	and	four	mega-
essays,	that	constitute	the	work	under	review	here,	is	another	example	of	Baker’s	

























known	material	 and	 enhances	 and	broadens	 our	 understanding	of	 the	 history	 of	





	 In	Beauty Shop Politics	Tiffany	M.	Gill	argues	concisely	and	convincingly	that	the	









American	 industry,	 the	 successes	 of	 the	 civil	 rights	movement	 did	 not	 close	African	















































































	 Unlike	its	advertising,	 this	 is	not	 the	first	ever	history	of	Hollywood	agents.	










































































	 Wyman	draws	 on	 admirable	 research	 in	 newspapers,	 company	 documents,	
government	reports,	and	state	and	local	records.	His	notes	display	impressive	fa-
miliarity	with	the	secondary	literature.	A	caveat	is	in	order,	however.	Inexplicably,	



















































































citing	much	 important	work	 in	 this	 area.	Moreover,	 the	 book’s	 discussion	 about	
music’s	modern	framework	relies	heavily	on	relatively	recent	changes.	Mashed Up	
implicitly	suggests	that	these	“newer”	rules	have	existed	since	the	late	eighteenth	







































































framed	 the	history	of	American	 identity	 formation,	 the	discipline	of	English	has	
traditionally	been	ahead	of	its	historical	counterpart.	













































































































Art	historian	Erina	Duganne’s	The Self in Black and White: Race and Subjectivity 














































































VISUALIZING	THE	AMERICAN	EMPIRE:	Orientalism	&	 Imperialism	 in	 the	
Philippines.	By	David	Brody.	Chicago:	The	University	of	Chicago	Press.	2010.	
	 David	Brody	is	a	specialist	in	visual	studies.	He	also	is	active	in	American	and	
Cultural	Studies	circles.	Both	interests	are	evident	in	Visualizing American Empire: 


















	 Visualizing Empire	 begins	with	 two	 chapters	 detailing	 these	men,	 their	 col-
lections,	and	their	influence,	as	well	as	an	analysis	of	the	periodical	Art Amateur	
in	 the	 domestication	of	Orientalism	 in	 the	U.S.	These	 chapters	 set	 the	 stage	 for	
the	meat	of	the	book,	which	is	a	study	of	the	ways	in	which	the	Philippines—its	























































supplements	works	like	Laura	Wexler’s	Tender Violence: Domestic Visions in an Age 
178
of U.S. Imperialism	and	Vicente	Rafael’s	White Love and Other Events in Filipino 









Custen	 focused	 on	 the	 complex	 production	 histories	 behind	Twentieth	Century-
Fox	mogul	Darryl	F.	Zanuck’s	studio	biographies	of	great,	mostly	American	men,	
revealing	Hollywood	and	 the	American	public’s	appetite	 for	popular	history	and	









gaging	analyses	of	David	Lean’s	Lawrence of Arabia	(1962),	Spike	Lee’s	Malcolm 
X	(1992),	and	Tim	Burton’s	Ed Wood	(1994).	And	of	course,	for	some,	no	book	on	
masculine	biopics	would	be	complete	without	a	chapter	on	–you	guessed	it—Oliver	











a	 cycle	of	 failure,	 victimization,	 and	 the	downward	 trajectory.”	Bingham	does	 a	
neat	job	of	deconstructing	Lillian	Roth’s	biopic	I’ll Cry Tomorrow	(1955)	and	the	
filmed	biography	of	Barbara	Graham,	a	woman	convicted	and	executed	for	murder	
in	California,	in	I Want to Live!	(1958).	Both	roles	were	played	by	one	of	the	queens	
of	melodrama,	Susan	Hayward.	These	biographical	 downers	 return	 in	 the	1980s	



























Name With Pride,	1957;	Bonnie and Clyde,	1967;	Julia,	1977).	
	 Overall,	I	found	Bingham’s	book	to	be	articulate,	imaginative,	and	challenging.	
He	has	reengaged	George	Custen’s	territory	and	expanded	our	theoretical	understand-
ing	of	film	biography,	Hollywood,	and	its	contradictory	construction	of	the	individual.	
His	analysis	of	the	masculine	biopic	created	and	sold	by	Hollywood	is	solid	and	at	
times	exciting.	In	his	analysis	of	women’s	biopics,	 the	subjects	are	 trapped—but	
more	by	the	legacy	of	polarizing	theories	of	traditional	feminist	film	studies	than	by	
the	more	complex	arc	of	women’s	historiography	in	the	twentieth	century.	
University	of	Warwick	(United	Kingdom)	 J.	E.	Smyth
